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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 1 02 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under 
section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only 
if the international application designated the United States and was published under 
Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-158, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Ferstenberg et al (Hereinafter Ferstenberg U.S Patent: 6, 952, 682. 

As per claims 1-81, Ferstenberg discloses a system for automated negotiation for 
procurement. of an item using computers that communicate over a distributed network, 
the system comprising: 

a buyer's intelligent negotiation agent for sending and receiving information regarding 
at least one selected item to and from a plurality of sellers' intelligent negotiation 
agents, said selected item being one of a group of individual product items and 
individual service items, and said at least one of a plurality of sellers' intelligent 
negotiation agents for sending and receiving information regarding said selected item 
to and from said buyer's intelligent negotiation agent(see column 1 lines 20-67 and 
column 2-3 lines 1-67 and column 4 lines 1-49) wherein, when said buyer's intelligent 
negotiation agent receives a response to a buyer's initial query regarding said 
selected item from at least one of said plurality of sellers' intelligent negotiation 
agents, said buyer's intelligent negotiation agent engages in a negotiation with each of 
said plurality of sellers' intelligent negotiation agents for procurement of said selected 
item. (Note abstract and see column see column 12 lines 46-67 and column 13 lines 1- 
67 and column 14-16 lines 1-67). 

As per claims 82-98, Ferstenberg discloses a system for automated closing of 
procurement transactions using a computer 
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that communicates over a network, the system comprising: 
an intelligent negotiation agent for autonomously negotiating item specifications 
for procurement of a selected item from a list of items, said list of items comprising 
individual product items and service items, and an intelligent transaction agent in 
communication with said intelligent negotiation agent, said intelligent transaction agent for 
autonomously clearing closing terms to complete a transaction for procurement of said 
selected item. .(Note abstract and see column see column 12 lines 46-67 and column 
13 lines 1-67 and column 14-16 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 99, Ferstenberg discloses a system for automated closing of 
procurement transactions using a computer that communicates over a network, the 
system comprising: 

at least one buyer's intelligent transaction agent, and at least one seller's intelligent 
transaction agent in communication with said at least one buyer's intelligent transaction 
agent, said buyer's intelligent transaction agent and said seller's intelligent transaction 
agent for coordinating clearance of transaction terms to close a transaction for a 
procurement of a selected product or service item. (Note abstract and see column see 
column 12 lines 46-67 and column 13 lines 1-67 and column 14-16 lines 1-67). 

As per claims 100-109, Ferstenberg discloses a system for automated 
procurement that communicates over a distributed network, the system comprising: 
one or more memories for storing a list of individual product items and individual 
service items, an intelligent commercial search agent in communication with said 
one or more memories, and one or more seller showcase databases in 
communication with said commercial search agent, said one or more seller 
showcase databases receiving market data from at least one of a plurality of market 
databases, each said one or more seller showcase databases updated responsive to 
a change in said market data, wherein, when one or more of said seller showcase 
databases receives from said commercial search agent a request to receive bids to 
sell a selected item specified from said list, said one or more seller showcase 
databases submits that bid to said commercial search agent. .(Note abstract and see 
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column see column 12 lines 46-67 and column 13 lines 1-67 and column 14-16 lines 
1-67). 

As per claims 110-111, Ferstenberg discloses a system for automated negotiation 
for offering an item for procurement using a computer that communicates over a distributed 
network, the system comprising: 

a sellers 1 intelligent negotiation agent for sending and receiving information regarding at 
least one selected item to and from a plurality of buyer's intelligent negotiation agents, said 
selected item being one of a group of individual product items and individual service items, 
and said plurality of buyer's intelligent negotiation agents for sending and receiving 
information regarding said selected item to and from said sellers 1 intelligent negotiation 
agents, wherein, when said sellers' intelligent negotiation agent sends a request for bids 
to buy said selected item to said plurality of buyer's intelligent negotiation agents, said 
plurality of buyer's intelligent negotiation agents engages in a negotiation with said 
sellers' intelligent negotiation agent for procurement of said selected item. .(Note abstract 
and see column see column 12 lines 46-67 and column 13 lines 1-67 and column 14- 
16 lines 1-67). 

As per claims 1 12-132, Ferstenberg discloses a method for automated 
negotiation for procurement of an item using computers that communicate over a 
distributed network, the method comprising: 

sending to a buyer's intelligent negotiation agent a response to a buyer's initial 
query regarding a selected item, said selected item being one of a group of 
individual product items and individual service items, receiving said response from at 
least one of a plurality of said seller's intelligent negotiation agents, and engaging in 
a negotiation between said buyer's intelligent negotiation agent and each of said 
plurality of seller's intelligent negotiation agents for procurement of said selected 
item. .(Note abstract and see column see column 12 lines 46-67 and column 13 lines 
1-67 and column 14-16 lines 1-67). 

As per claims 133-135, Ferstenberg discloses a method for automated closing 
of procurement transactions using computers: 
that communicate over a network, the method comprising: 
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negotiating item specifications autonomously for procurement of a selected item, 
said selected item one of a group of individual product items and individual service 
items, and autonomously clearing closing terms to complete a transaction for 
procurement of said selected item. .(Note abstract and see column see column 12 
lines 46-67 and column 13 lines 1-67 and column 14-16 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 136, Ferstenberg discloses a method for automated 
procurement of an item using computers that communicate over a 
distributed network, the method comprising: 

storing a list of individual product items and individual service items, receiving 
market data from a plurality of market data bases, transmitting said market data to a 
remote node in a distributed network, updating said showcase databases responsive 
to a change in said market data, receiving from an intelligent commercial search 
agent a request to receive bids to sell a selected specified from said list, and 
submitting that bid to commercial search agent. .(Note abstract and see column see 
column 12 lines 46-67 and column 13 lines 1-67 and column 14-16 lines 1-67). 

As per claims 137-148, Ferstenberg discloses a system for automated arbitrage 
using computers that communicate over a distributed network, the system 
comprising: 

a plurality of sellers' intelligent negotiation agents, at least one buyer's intelligent negotiation 
agents, a dynamic intelligent negotiation agent in communication with said plurality of 
sellers' intelligent negotiation agents and in communication with said at least one 
buyer's intelligent negotiation agent, said dynamic negotiation agent having a buyer 
mode and a seller mode, each said sellers' intelligent negotiation agent having an authority 
from an associated seller to sell at least one item needed to fulfill a procurement interest of 
said buyer's intelligent negotiation agent(see column 1 lines 20-67 and column 2-3 lines 
1-67 and column 4 lines 1-49) wherein, when each of said sellers' intelligent negotiation 
agents receives a request from said dynamic intelligent negotiation agent in said buyer 
mode for a bid to sell one of said items, each of said sellers* intelligent negotiation agent 
submits that bid to said dynamic intelligent negotiation agent, and wherein, when said 
dynamic intelligent negotiation agent in said buyer mode determines to accept said bid from 



Application/Control Number: 10/007,434 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3692 

said sellers' intelligent negotiation agent, said dynamic agent in said seller mode submits a 
bid to sell that item to said buyer's intelligent negotiation agent. .(Note abstract and see 
column see column 12 lines 46-67 and column 13 lines 1-67 and column 14-16 lines 
1-67). 

As per claims 149-1 56, Ferstenberg discloses a method for automated arbitrage 
using computers that communicate over a distributed network, the method comprising: 
transmitting to each of a plurality of sellers 1 intelligent negotiation agents a 
request for a bid to sell at least one item needed to fulfill a procurement interest of a 
a buyer's intelligent negotiation agent, receiving from said seller's intelligent negotiation 
agent that bid, and transmitting to said buyer's intelligent negotiation agent a bid to sell that 
item. .(Note abstract and see column see column 12 lines 46-67 and column 13 lines 
1-67 and column 14-16 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 157, Ferstenberg discloses a computer program product 
comprising a machine readable medium on which is provided program instructions 
for performing a method for procurement of an item using computers that 
communicate over a distributed network, the program instructions comprising: 
program code for sending to a buyer's intelligent negotiation agent a response to a 
buyer's initial query regarding a selected item, program code for said selected item 
being one of a group of individual product items and individual service items, 
program code for receiving said response from at least one of a plurality of said 
seller's intelligent negotiation agents, and program code for engaging in a 
negotiation between said buyer's intelligent negotiation agent and each of said 
plurality of seller's intelligent negotiation agents for procurement of said selected 
item. (Note abstract and see column see column 12 lines 46-67 and column 13 lines 1- 
67 and column 14-16 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 158, Ferstenberg discloses a computer program product comprising 
machine readable medium on which is provided program instructions for performing a 
method for automated arbitrage using computers that communicate over a distributed 
network, the program instructions comprising: 
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program code for transmitting to each of a plurality of sellers' intelligent negotiation 
agents a request for a bid to sell at least one item needed to fulfill a procurement 
interest of a buyer's intelligent negotiation agent, program code for receiving from said 
seller's intelligent negotiation agent that bid, and program code for transmitting to said 
buyer's intelligent negotiation agent a bid to sell that item. (Note abstract and see column 
see column 12 lines 46-67 and column 13 lines 1-67 and column 14-16 lines 1-67). 



3. The prior art of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to Applicants 
disclosure. 

Eder (US 2001/0034686 A 1) teaches method of and system for defining and 
measuring the real options of a commercial enterprise. 

Sandretto (US PATENT: 5, 812, 988) teaches method and system for jointly of 
estimating cash flows simulated returns risk measures and present values for a plurality 
of assets. 

Horsfall (US Patent 2003/0083973 A1 ) teaches electronic trading system. 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Clement B Graham whose telephone number is 703- 
305-1874. The examiner can normally be reached on 7am to 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hyung S. Sough can be reached on 703-308-0505. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-0040 
for regular communications and 703-305-0040 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 
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